we HIS ARMY, _ 


; : = : 'Y ; 5 | 
| PRICE ONR® SHILLING. _ 


U 
- 8 
4 5 
” Z o 
2 * 


- 5 * 
—— 
. 
4 
5 N 4 
* 
- 
7 
- 
* 
3 —— 
%% 
* 
5 2 
% . 
* 
- 
* 
. 
4 - 
* 
* 
5 
1 
- * 
— 
—ů OE Be; Fg "ye 
„ 2 — 
5 ; : J 
wt. Fw. 3 r * * U . 
L — — — — 9 2 * dy wh 


| REMARKS 


ON TR 


GENERAL ORDERS 


4:2 


or THE 
HIS ARMY, 


ON 


BY GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. 
| © LATE FELLOW-OF JESUS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. | 
| e | e 


Thee mou art inexcuſable, O man, whoſoever thaw art- 
that judgeſt : for wherein thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt 
ehren for thou that judgeſt, doeſt the ſame 1 5 

ST. AUL, 


Non ulla laborum 
O virgo, nova mi facies inopinave ſurgit: 
Omnia præcepi, atque animo mecum ante peregi.', 
VIRGIL. 


——— civis erat, qui libera · poſſet | 
Verba animi proferre, et vitam | impendere vero. 
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AN Royal Highs the Duke of York thinks 
« it incumbent on. him to announce to the Britiſh 
| 4 and Hanoverian troops under his command, 
« that the National Convention of France, pur: 
10 ſuing that gradation. of crimes and horrors | 
4 which has diſtinguiſhed the period of its Go 
1 vernment, as the moſt calamitous of any that 
« has yet occurred in the hiſtory of the world, 
« has juſt paſſed a decree, 5g That their ſoldiers 
„ ſhall give no quarters to, the N ar Hano- 
oh verian troops,” | 5 
His Royal. Highneſs anticipates the indigna- 
ce tion and horror which will naturally ariſe i in the 
t minds of the brave troops which he addreſſes, a 
= upon 5 this information, His Royal 
B | 6 Highneſs | 


1 
5 Highneſs deſires, however, to remind them, that 
"© mercy to the vanquiſhed i is the brighteſt gem in 


« quired in the world. 

His Royal Highneſs believes it will be diffi- 
« cult-for brave men to conceive, that any ſet of 
| emen, who are themſelves exempt from ſharing 
. | in the dangers of war, ſhould be ſo baſe and 


I ect to their orders. It was indeed reſerved for 
3 e the preſent times, to produce to the world the 
|. <« poſſibility of the exiſtence of ſuch atrocity and 
= 06 infamy. The pretence for iſſuing this decree, 
A «even if founded on truth, could juſtify it only 
i ce to minds ſimilar to thoſe of the members of the 


e ſurd to be noticed, and ſtill leſs to be refuted. 
e The French muſt themſelves ſee through the 
« flimſy artifice of a pretended aſſaſſination, by 
« which Robeſpierre has ſucceeded in procuring 


© by whatever name he may chuſe to dignity bi his 
" future reign. wg 


cc In 


« the ſoldier” 8 character, and he exhorts them al! 
* not to ſuffer their reſentment to lead them 

© to any precipitate act of cruelty on their part, 
© which may fully the reputation they have ac- 
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n 
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4 cowardly as to ſeek to aggravate the calamities 
of it upon the unfortunate people who are ſub- 


ec National Convention; but is, in fact, too ab- 


e that military guard, which has at once eſtabliſh- - 
- « ed him the ſucceſſor of the unfortunate Louis, 


4 


In all the wars, which from the earlieſt times 
"4 have exiſted. between the Britiſh and French 
ce nations, they have been accuſtomed. to conſider 


HK each other in the light of generous as well as 
| « brave enemies; while the Hanoverians, for a 


« century the allies of the former, have ſhared in 
'« this reciprocal eſteem. _ . and kindneſs 


= -- have at all. times taken place when oppoſition f 


4 has reaſed, and the ſame. cloaths have been 


„ ſeen covering wounded enemies, while indiſcri- 
Y Ad minately conveying to the hoſpital of the con- 
4 queror. The Britiſh and Hanoverian armies 


ee will not believe that the French nation, even 


WE < under their preſent infatuation, can ſo. far for- 
get their characters as ſoldiers, as to pay any 
WW © <ttention to a decree as injurious to themſelves 
as it was diſgraceful to the perſons who paſſed 
= © it. In this confidence, his Royal Highneſs. 


| © truſts, that the ſoldiers of both nations will con- 


ine their ſentiments of reſentment and abhor- 
= * rence to the National Convention alone; per- 


« ſuaded that they will be joined in them by every 
5 Frenchman, who poſſeſſes one ſpark of honour, 
5 or one principle of a ſoldier. His Royal High- 
e neſs is confident that it will only be on finding, 
% contrary to every expeQation, that the French 
e army has relinquiſhed every title to the fair cha- 


91 4 rafter of ſoldiers and of men, by ſubmitting to 


« and obeying ſo- atrociovs an order, that the 
- N DB „ 


— 


3 bas 8 6 EXAMINATION, 


. ies blech aide kis a vill think 
'« themſelves juſtified, and indeed under the ne- 
0 ceſſity of themſelves adopting a ſpecies of war- 
'« fare, for which they will then ſtand acquitted to 
their 6wn confciences, to their country, and to 
d ie world. In ſuch an event, the F rench a army 
. alone win be anſwerable for the tenfold ven- 
bc geance which will fall upon themſelves, their 
6 Wives, their children, and their unfortunate 
00 country, already groaning under every calamity 9 
d which the accumulated crimes of unprincipled 9 
. ambition and avarice can | heap 5 their de- 
1 voted viktims. 
His Royal itte deſires, that theſe . 
may be read and explained to them at three 
* ſuceſſive 9 


* 


1 
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MEETING unexpectedly with a little leiſure, 
during an interval of a ſhort excurſion into the 
country, it occurred to my mind, that a few hours 
could not be more profitably. and honourably em- 
ployed, than in ſome ſhort comments on the 
orders of the Duke of York,” lately delivered to 
| his army; which were brought to my knowledge : 
by the London Evening Poſt at that time. To 
many, no doubt, the profit of ſuch an employ- 
ment with reſpe& to the end in view, the melio- 
ration of the public- mind, may well be diſputed, 
amidſt ſuch a general infatuation and thirſt for 
blood, to the ſcandal, I do not fay of religion, 
which has no reſidence among us, but of all 
rationality and human feeling: the honour, how - 
ever, which is claimed by the advocate of liberty 
and juſtice, « fallen on ſuch evil times and evil 
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reigning ſyſtem: and the diſapprobation of ſuch 


degenerate unhappy beings were the higheſt praiſe. 
It is almoſt impoſſible for one, zealouſly inter- 


eſted in the moral and intellectual improve- 


ment of his ſpecies, td detach his thoughts for a 
ſingle moment from the tremendous and won- 
derful tranſactions now paſſing before his eyes: | 


tranſaktions, which ſwell to my imagination into 


a2 magnitude of importance above any ſimilar paf. 


ſages ſince the commencement of human agency. 
It was a criſis of extraordinary apprehenſion, 


when the Perſian army was encamped on the 


plains of Marathon. On the iſſue of that conteſt 
the civilization of Europe might be juſtly pre- 
ſamed to depend. It was highly. probable, that 
Athens, the preceptreſs of nations, the 'nurſe of, 
patriots, the parent of liberty and letters, would 
be inſtantly trampled under foot, before the birth 
of her numerous band of heroes, by a ruffian 


muültitude of flaves and barbarians. But the al- 
ternative of the preſent conteſt is infinitely more 


momentous: nothing leſs to my expedtation, than 
a relapſe of the whole human race, after a taſte, 
however precarious and inadequate, of the ſweets 
of freedom, into primæval barbariſm, aggravated 


by all the bitterneſs of deſpondency and diſap- | 


Pointment; into A condition, abſolutely 1nto- 
> lerable 


cc tongues,” will be denied by s none, who are not 
themſelves plunged in the corruptions of the 
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lerable to generous ſpirits ! of moſt abject abaſe- 
ment beneath the ſcourge of military deſpotiſm. 
| Though, however, it be as true as it is deplorable, 


that my countrymen. for the preſent have; ren- 
dered themſelves up, unreflecting dupes, to fic- 


titious alarms and ſanguinary projects, and ſeem 
alike incapable and unworthy of admonition “; 
the ſagacity of human foreſight ma 
ſume, and much leſs amidſt ſuch a complication 
of mighty operations, to pronounce on the. effi- 
cacy of means, ever ſo weak and trivial in ap- 


pearance, to the accompliſhment of any purpole : 


and in the moſt unpromiſing conjunRure of affairs, 


it is the poſitive indiſpenſable. duty of every in- 


dividual, who profeſſes „ to obey 'God rather 


than men}J,”? to attend the dictates of his con- 


ſcience, to follow the impulſe of his convidtion, 


and to employ that remnant of liberty, Which, 


not the patriotiſm and liberality, but the timi- 


: dity and ſelfiſhneſs of his rulers, ſtill condeſcend 
to yield him, in illuminating the ignorance, in 


e the e in W wo nn 


* — - ibi hæc incondita lolds | 
Monaibus et ſilvis ſtudio jaQabat inani. Virgil 


- Th voice of him that crieth in the wilderneſs, 
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"Ig ee ther's eye, but conſidereſt not the beam, that is in 
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* horrors, which has diſtinguiſhed every period 


in Barrere's vindication of the dreadful orders 


8 (8) 


and aiſabuſing the infatuation of his fellow- ; 
| citizens. 58 5 


His Royal Hightiefsnt ths Duke of York thinks 
* Jt incumbent on him to announce to the Britiſh 
* and Hanoverian troops under his command, 
that the National Convention of France, pur- 
« ſuing that gradation of crimes and horrors 
« which has diſtinguiſhed the period of its Go- 
« yernment, as the moſt calamitous ef any that 
«has yet occurred in the hiſtory" of the world, 
« has juſt paſſed a decree, © That their ſoldiers 
«ſhall give no e to the Braſh | or Hano- 
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105 — non videmus mantice quid in tergo et,” 


more forcibly repreſented i in eaſtern phraſeology, 
« Why beholdeſt thou the mote, that is in thy bro- 


, thine own ye: the purport, 1 fay, of theſe _ 
* has long teſtified the ſorrow of the 
moraliſt at contemplating the blind partiality of 
human nature. That gradation of crimes and 


« of the Briti n government,” has lately been ſet 
forth with admirable energy and irreſiſtible truth 


\ q | 1 
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in queſtion ; and was flightly . by: myſelf. 
on a late occaſion:* this topie, therefore, of 
inconſiderate recrimination, as a mere argu- 
mentum ad verecundiam, ſhall paſs unnoticed. Now 
in contemplating ſuch an extraordinary faQ, as 
this, which occaſioned theſe orders of the Duke, 

a philoſophical reader naturally looks beyond the 
ſuperficial veil of illogical declamation in purſuit 
ol a ſatisfactory and ſufficient cauſe; upon no un- 
reaſonable poſtulatum, that creatures of the ſame 
divine artificer are operated on by motives ſimilar 
to thoſe of other men: ſince to pronounce their 


condutt fortuitous and irrational, would rather be 


| deemed a demoaſtration of our own folly. And 
the cauſe is obvious to the ſlighteſt inveſtigation. 
For what effrontery will dare to deny, what has 
been frequently alledged with every ſhew of reaſon 
and every analogy to experience, that the bloody 
threats, the diabolical machinationsf, the inſatiable - 
havoc, the deſtruftive treachery, the uncealing ' 


__  execrations, diſpenſed by the miniſters of the com- 


bined potemates and their infuriate ſoldiery, fur- 
niſh 0 ES th ＋ of a — which 
797 Tow page 26 of: . as Spirit of Chriſtianity com- 
5 «pag with the Spirit of the Times. POPE 
+ Such as an attempt to ſtarve the whole maſs of a moſt 


populous nation: the moſt infernal Ow * record 
in the hiſtory of man! 


7 It is a * and indiſputable. rule of Phil , 
C ee, PORE 
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fome minds affeR to ; ants as 7 trangely pro- | 
blematical? Was it a ſingularity to preſume, 
is it a prodigy to admire, if every outrageous 
paſſion of humanity be called forth, if every in- 
dignäant principle of the heart be forced into 
aktion, by an impious effort to bring back to 
Mlavery a numerous and potent nation determined 
to be free? And ſhall encreafing energies in a. 


1 cauſe like this be profaned with the vile deno- 


mination af. tc crimes and horrors?” Is it a ra- 


tional ſubjett of indignation, if ſelf-defence and 
ſell⸗· preſer vation give riſe to various irregularities, 


in ſuch circumſtances, with men debaſed in their 


ſentiments and degraded in their intelleR, by the 


' contaminating influence of an arbitrary monarchy? 
Shall we call out; in horror and aſtoniſhment, upon 


Gods and men, if a ſtream, pent up for ages, 
is become, by a ſudden rupture of it's boundaries, 
an undiſtinguiſhing torrent of deſolation? What 
enormities may not even human beings be in- 
duced to commit in their attempts to divert an 
inſtrument of death from their own boſoms! ? And 


is this a reaſon, 1 ſay, for ſuch ſolemnity of pro- 


teſtation? I mean to ſtate the queſtion only, and 
not to extenuate or juſtify every atrocity of the 
French Republicans. | But it is not always thoſe, 


| W and moral, not to e any cauſe beyontl what 


is ſufficient to explain the TOE e : 


prgcep. lip. i 111. inite ; | 
: who 


Fj 5 0 * 1) 
a heal 1 3 in 1 moſt pathetic 5 
terms, that would be the moſt backward to com- 
mit them. Alexander, king of the Pheræans e, a. 
moſt ſavage and unrelenting tyrant, was ſurpriled 
into tears at a ſcenical repreſentation of .cala= 
mity, whilſt he was tormenting and ſacrificing his 9 3 5 
people daily without one ſenſation of uneaſineſs. 
A ſpeculative condemnation of cruelties is but an 
equivocal evidence of a diſpoſition truly compaſ. 
ſionate and human. I ſhould abhor'myſelf, as a 
charatter completely brutaliſed, if I did not con- 
template .with feelings undefinable. by language, 
thoſe executions, and particularly of the females 
which have ſtained the ſcaffolds of France: but! 
ſhould deſpiſe myſelf no leſs, as a prejudiced and 
fottiſh being, if 1 did not acknowledge my on 
nation to be principally acceſſory to this prodigious 
guilt. 1 may, perhaps, lay claim without affeQta- 
tion, to ſome additional poignancy of feeling on 
this occaſion, from ſentiments not embraced by 
the generality of mankind; from a perſuaſion, that 
the life of man cannot be facrificed by a ſentence 
_ of deliberate Juſtice 1 in any circumſtances, for any 55 
political offence whatſoever, not even murder, 
except poſſibly in moſt peculiar and ſpecial in- 
ſtances, without a blaſphemous defiance of the 
e of God, the ſole giver and CH of 


-, þ 9 Allan. var. hiſt; xxxix. 40. 
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n ineſtimable gift. A tit of due veneration 
for that ſacred emanation from the fountain of 
underived and eternal ſpirit, forms a moſt ſtriking 
feature in the portraiture of fin, exhibited in moſt 
prominent diſplay by our mercileſs and abandon- 
ed nation. We tie up a fellow creature with as 
little indifference, as if he were a being of an in- | 
ferior order, on the moſt trivial pretences, and 


* «© What ſhall * mu give in exchange for his life p“. 


* Matt. xvi. 26. and ſo Homer, in a divine paſſage, II. I. 401. 
Op Yap tf. buxns arratioy, od dom Pao  » 


Iuoy exTuobai evvaropevor nlonebpoy, 
To Tg en” eps Tow exbeiv vlg Ax. 
Ou? ' 6a Maiveg 89@- apnrogos eros ccf yet 
Sooo Awoνονον-πð Iudoi evi rerpneoon. | 
Anil prev yag Te Borg nou Tiwova en, | 
r nou immuy bavia napmat 
'  Avdpos de xn Toa) exbeiv ore Anton, 


Ou Herm emer ap xev aN Ta eros odo. . 


The © fares half of the following tranſlation of theſe inimitable 
verſes is from Pope, the latter is my own. 


Life is not to be bought with heaps of gold: 
Not all Apollo's Pythian treaſures hold, 

Or Troy once held, in peace and pride of ſway, 
Can bribe the poor poſſeſſion of a day. 

Rich herds and flocks ſucceſsful rapine gains, 
ViRorious ſteeds and tripods gold obtains: 
But breath nor force redeems nor treaſures buy, 


IF f through the barrier of the teeth it fly. 
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for the lighteſt crimes.* The 1 of fell. preſke⸗ 
vation may very juſtly be uſed in vindication of 


the French; and yet, to one poſſeſſed of my opi- 
nions, a contemplation of their conduct is un- 


ſupportably affecting: with what additional horror 
then, a horror proportioned to the . multitude of 


' vitims, muſt he, convinced of the indefenſible 
iniquity of their cauſe, reflect on the havoc made 
by the confederates; when the death of every 
| Frenchman in regular battle becomes a murder, 
in his judgement, of the moſt wanton and atro- 


cious character; and a fin of an infinitely deeper 
die, than the determination ſo much complained | 
of, -a refuſal of quarter to the unauthoriſed aſſail- 


ants of their life, their property, their liberty, and 


their country? The hearts of kings, generally (peak. 
ing, are not acceſſible but through the medium of 
ſuffering and complaining ſubjects: and what mi- 
niſter, what general, what ſoldier, of the combined 
armies, without an inſufferable inconſiſtency, can 


throw the firſt ſtone at the National Convention, 


" When dildos was in England 1 nine years ago, | 


he aſked a friend of mine, with whom he was dining, if it 


were true, that twenty young men had been hanged that 


morning at Newgate. When my friend told him, that, if 
the daily papers aſſerted it, there was no reaſon to doubt 


the aſſertion, he replied with great warmth and ſurpriſe, 
that * The Engliſh were the moſt mercileſs 22 5 he had 
ay ever * or read of, in his life.“ | 


and 
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Z 2 "IO their inflrontents of vengeance reaſons. 


ably cenſurable, on any principles that regulate 


the preſent nefarious ſyſtems of human gover- | 
ments, ſhould they carry fire and ſword in every. Z 
direktion; whilſt their ferocious and uninjured 


enemies continue their depredations, and menace 
their governors and government with extirpation? 


- No caſe, in my eſtimation, can be more undiſpu- | 


table and unequivocal: and who can endure the 
profeſſors of flaughter to talk of humanity 2 


But, waving theſe. diſcuſſions, let me propoſe 
another caſe to the conſideration of the reader.— 


Whatever the enormities of the Republicans may 


have been, Whatever the ferocity of their diſpoſi- 
tions, if we ſurvey, on one fide, every ſpecies of. 
inteſtine commotion, every form of danger from 
external enemies and royaliſts at home, by which 
the whole fabric of the human conſtitution be- 
comes of neceſſity, as it were, ignited, and his 
intelle& ſublimed into a furious enthuſiaſm ; and 


if we contemplate, on the other, a long and un- 


diſturbed poſſeſſion of power, additionally forti- 
fied by the concurrence of alarmed partiſans to 


Church and King, in uniſon with a pretended affec- 
tion for a limited monarchy and a free conſtitution: 


I feruple not to aſſert, that no man upon any prin- 


ciple, not declaratory of intellectual perverſity, can 


poſſibly believe, that the fame people and their 
7 votaries, | 
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: 9 3 could ſentence winterbottom to . 


gate, Palmer, Muir, and the delegates, to Botany 
Bay, for ſuch offences*, of which ſome of our ap- 


proving miniſters have heretofore been guikyf, 
did not thereby s diſplay a ferocity of a 


1 perfedly ſimilar complexion, a ferocity accurately 
proportionate in it's kind, and only requiring fimi- 
lar cirrumſtanges, (which are matter of accidental 
occurrence) to equal even in degree the ſavage 
operations- of theſe deteſted French. For myſelf, 

I feel no difficulty in making this aſſertion in the 
moſt explicit terms, and will defend it, as an in- 
ference truly rational and philoſophical, as the 
words © of N and ſoberneſs,” 1 in ihe face of al 
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teſcebant, quibus dignus non erat mundus : qui melfore 
mundo digni. © They wandered about, and lived in dens 
and caverns of the earth,” of whom the world/ was not 
« worthy, oy Fes £ POE 
Magnanimi heröes! e 1 ' 
fit anima mea vobiſcum! Toupins in Shidam, | 
+ Ex4@- yay p01 ub duw; aide cru, ; 
OG X Ae {ev nevbn evi Ppeowy 2X0 de gay. 25 
| 36: Iliad, I. 312.) 
Who dares TER: one Lek and Sechser tell, 
My al deteſts him as the gates of hell. TE 
W | Fors, „ 


r 


3 
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; barbarity : 


rial atrocity ſhrinks into retributive juſtice, con- - 


$644 —— — — 


„ 


The different judgements, which anions acri- 
mony, deluded intereſt, and ignorant prejudice, | 


-incline us to paſs on actions virtually congenial 


and correſpondent, reſembles that diverſity of for- 


tune attendant on the lives of characters intrinſi- 
N ͤ— 5 ERS > 1c; 


8 eadem outs crimina fato; 
Tile crucem ſceleris pretium tulit, hic diadema. 


Ab! how: unlike, reformers! is your fate: 
7 his to New- Holland, to th? Exchequer that! 6 


By one end of che magic glaſs a puny N 
is enlarged to a portentous monſter of unnatural 
reverſe it, and the vaſtneſs of miniſte- 


ſtitutional attachment, and a laudable animoſity 


: againſt republicans and levellers! | 
His Royal Highneſs anticipates the 8 

.« tion and horror which will naturally ariſe in the 
_ minds of the brave troops which he addreſſes, | 


upon receiving this information.“ 
But let us ſuppoſe a charaQter of pacific prin- 
ciples, a man of reflexion, a philoſopher, a chriſ- 


tian, permitted to addreſs the ſoldiery, when the 
Duke had finiſhed his harangue: is it not pro- 


bable, that this“ indignation and horror,” would 
be materially abated, or rather entirely ſuperſeded 
by ſenſations of an oppoſite and more gentle - 


nature, * a more accurate ſtatement of the 
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| fe} - 
rafpettive condition of the parties? 4 Men and 
« brethren,” we might conceive this civilized 


orator to ſay; © the king of kings,“ the ſupreme- 


« and only potentate, * © the high and lofty one 
that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is holy; +. 


« created * of one blood” 1 all the inhabitants 
« of the earth, to affociate and harmonize in fra- 


« ternal intercourſe with ſentiments of love and 
« as of fervice, as becomes creatures of the ſame- 


« paſſions and affections, children of one common” _ 


« parent. That order and coincidence, ſo con- 
t ſpicuous in the mutual accommodation of the 
« divine works to the exigencies of each other, 
« and their adaptation to the benevolent purpoſes 
« of his adminiſtration, in conjunRion with the 
« experimental felicities that flow from union, and 
« the miſeries of diſcord, both in the material 


« and moral conſtitution of the univerſe, dictate 
I leſſon, intelligible throughout the 
globe, of ſympathy, benevolence, and kindneſs. 


Wars and animoſities are not rendered by their 
frequency, we may be ſure, more trivial inter- 
* ruptions of univerſal harmony, leſs . criminal 

violations of the law of God. The Saviour of 
* mankind, ratifying the decrees of reaſon, and 
« reUifying thoſe obliquities, which depravity had 
I introduced into life, diſſevers of courſe from 


TS Tim. vi. 16. + Iſaiah, lvii. 15. 1 A5, xvii. 26. 
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18 3 3 
te the fellowſhip of his body every member, ſuſ- 
« ceptible of habitual ill-will, and ſyſtematical 
* animoſity, to individuals or nations; for the 
te baſis of his religion are reciprocal ſervice and 
“ brotherly affection. Can it be doubted, there- 
« fore, that the military volunteer, who croſſes the 
© ocean inqueſt of blood, © breathing out threat 
e enings and flaughter” * againſt his brethren, 
* not only breaks the ſacred bonds of human con- 
* ſanguinity, but abjures in a ſupereminent degree 
« all communion with * the prince of peace f. 
u and defies the Omnipotent himſelf to arms? 
« Theſe primary and effential conſtitutions of 
truth and nature, eſtabliſhed by the Divinity; 
. no civil eſtabliſhments can ſuperſede, no will of 
kings and princes, fellow-reptiles of the ground! 
* can abrogate or ſuſpend; no precedents can 
* juſtify. Hoſtility to man ever was, and ever 
* muſt be, hoſtility to God himſelf. 'You will be 
« told. of a Juſt and neceſſary war in defiance of 
religion, though this war be proſecuted by 
« inſulting and defying all religion and morality : 
and much muſt it be lamented, that the degraded 
2 condition of cs intellets, and the t 


* As, ix. i. + Iſaiah, ix. 8 
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« deceptions, 


1 — 


ea; 


« deceptions, which are prafliſed upon your FR 
« norant credulity, diſable you from judging even 
« in the cleareſt caſes, and diſpoſe you to acqui- 
« eſcence in any repreſentation of your intereſted 
_ « employers. Alaſs! the corruption of human 
governments looks for aſſiſtance and ſupport 
« from your furious and malignant paſſions; and 
« ſees it's own deſtruQion in the cultivation of 
« your underſtandings and the melioration of 
« your hearts. But, if the war be juſt and neceſ- 
« ſary, in aſſertion of your religion and liberties 
e and laws; to ſecure theſe objeQs, muſt you tra- 
« verſe the ſeas? to defend yourſelves, muſt you 
« ſeize by treachery the towns of the republicans, . 

« burn their property, lay waſte their provinces, ' 
« and meditate the total extermination of their 
« race by famine and the ſword, in co-operation 
with hired aſſaſſins in every part of Europe ? 
« The fituation wherein you find yourſelves, 1s 
ce truly terrible, in the eye of reaſon and religion. 
« Thoſe exploits, for which you receive reward 
* and praiſe, ſhould make you ſhudder through 
« every fibre of your frames; and, were you 
© attuated by the genuine ſenſations of men and 
e chriſtians, no earthly conſiderations whatſoever, 


« no profits, no applauſes, not even the purchaſe 1 


« of ten thouſand lives, could prevail upon you 
* to deſtroy a brother. In that bitter extremity 
2D 2 | «gf 


cauſe to complete their merit. Similar admoni- 
tion, in the mouth of a French republican, were 


(wo) 


70 « of your airs; which will eddy come upon 
you, how will you raiſe for mercy to the throne 
« of God, hands ſtained with the ſlaughter of his 
« children ?—Hear him ſpeaking to you by his 
«prophet :. When ye ſpread forth your hands, I 
« will hide mine eyes from you; yea, when ye 
% make many prayers I will not hear: 8 band: 


dare full of o by: 


"y His Royal Highneſs deſires, however, to re- = 


ce mind them, that mercy to the, vanquiſhed i Is the 


1 brighteſt gem in the ſoldier's character; and he 
« exhorts them all not to ſuffer their reſentment 
« to lead them to any precipitate act of cruelty on 
« their part, which may ſully the reputation they 


* have acquired i in the world.” | 


Could I grant the miniſterial poftulatum that 
ws « the war is juſt and neceſſary,“ nothing could 


be more commendable, than this language of the 


Duke; infinitely more honourable to him than 
all the titles and dignity of his birth and ſtation. 
Such reflexions and ſuch feelings want only a juſt 


the conſummation of human virtue. 5 

His Royal Highneſs believes it will be diffi 0 
0 cult for brave men to conceive, that any ſet of 
« en, who are themſelves exempt from ſharing | 


* Iſaiah, i. 15. 


% 


cc in 6 


(2) - 

« in the dangers of war, ſhould be ſo baſe and 
4 cowardly. as to ſeek to aggravate t the calamities 
« of it upon the unfortunate EY who are ſub= 
jet to their orders.” - | 
If a ſatisfatory boo: may 70 3 
K the report of miniſterial gazettes, the dangers : 
of a military life are trivial in the extreme, and 
the hazard of perſonal ſafety in regular battles 
almoſt viſionary. We have lately read in theſe 
authoriſed oracles of political truth, that a large | 
body of men, after a long expoſure to a moſt 
formidable cannonade and a bold affault, came off. 
with two of their number ſlain, and three wounded®, 
Be this, however, as it may, who ſhall deny the 
ſituation of the French convention to be molt truly 
formidable; encompaſſed with every danger, that 
can alarm thè feelings of mortality? And this muſt 
be true in a more eſpecial manner, if the con- 
tinued aſſertions of Church-and- King aſſociators 
may be credited, that an audacious oligarchy has 
uſurped by violence a tyrannical authority, againſt 
the wiſhes of the majority of the people. Aſſaſſi- 
nation and popular tumult muſt, in this caſe, be 
the ſubject of daily apprehenſion: and inevitable 
ne muſt be their . on that future 


Le 


vba hyperbolical aſertion "of the deputies with the 
army before Toulon was reverſed in favour of the Britiſi 
troops at large: *The balls of the deſpots reverenced the 
6 8 of "the people. For” e 


day, 


* 
—— ——ů — 
— 2 — — — RN 


( 22 } „ 
F 


day,- when the armies. of theſe miſerounts ſhall be 

annihilated by the might of the confederate cru= 
ſaders under the banners of Heaven; whoſe 
favour will undoubtedly lead to victory theſe im- 


maculate champions of religion, theſe diſintereſted 


advocates of liberty, law, and happineſs; theſe 


true friends, _ beſt nnn, of the human 
race! 


Dr. Fortin has ſomewhere-remarked, a Lu- 


ther, by going to the. diet of Worms, manifeſted 
more courage, than Alexander and Julius Cafar 
put together ever exibited: and Malice herſelf 


muſt allow the preſent ſituation of Robeſpierre to 


be abundandly more awful, than that of any 


ſoldier, and moſt certainly of any general, in all 


the hoſts of the allies. Surely then a diſpaſſion- 
ate judgement andalove of veracity will pauſe at 


an aſſertion, which makes him and his colleagues 


«© baſe and cowardly, exempt from ſharing in the 
« dangers of war;“ by whatever authority ſuch 
aſſertion may be promulgated. That extraordi- 


nary man juſt mentioned, to borrow his own com- 


pariſon, conceived with the genuine ſublimity of 
Milton the republican, may be truly faid to be- 


« ſtride a Volcano.“ Beſides, is it not notorious, 


that individual members of the National Conven- 
"tion accompany their armies in the field, and 
their navies on the ocean; braving alike the 
ſwords and dungeons of the mercileſs tyrants on 


the 
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(9) 


the continent, and. ſharing hardſhip. with the 


meaneſt citizen? A conventional deputy, diſtin- 
guiſhed by his ſcarf and leading his gallant coun- 
trymen to battle, in vindication of all that is 
valuable to rational exiſtence, conſtitutes, in my 
humble opinion, one of the ſublimeſt ſpeQacles 
that mortality can exhibit“: a ſpeQacle, before 


| whoſe brilliancy the figure of a mean, intriguing, 


mercenary}, ſelf-opiniated miniſter wanes into 


inſignificance. The reflection of his Royal High- 4 


neſs is certainly applicable, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe | 

and the fulleſt latitude, to our wordy warriors at 
home, the multitudinous herd of miniſterial pen- 
fioners and aſſociated placemen, who are per- 
petually making, with moſt zealous cordiality, a 
gracious tender of their lives and fortunes i in his 

majeſty's ſervice ; but, inſtead of giving efficacy.” 
to their profeſſions, riot in luxury and diſſipation; 


whilſt their deluded myrmidons are abetting in the 


field, at the riſk of life, their ſacrilegious attempts 
to extinguiſh freedom in France 585 eſtabliſh 5 
ranny in Britain T“. 1 8 , 

« The French muſt themſelves ſee aa the 
« flimſy artifice of a pretended W b 2 0 


Tas Eece ſpefaculum dignum, ad quod epic intentus 
operi ſuo Deus. Seneca. 
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3 delirant reges, nes. Achivi. . Hor, 
cc which 
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7 6A a noble caution of f Epichormus, 
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_ © which Robeſpierre has ſucceeded. in procuring 
that military guard, which has at once eftabliſh- 


© ed him the ſueceſſor of the unfortunate 'Louis, 
% by whatever name he may chuſe to dignify * 
future reign.” 

Though I cannot Ads in what reſpeQ the 


_fuborning of an aſſaſſin to murder an individual 
is a leſs heinous crime, than a plan of famifbing 


twenty fivemillions of men, women and children; I 
am indeed inclined to acquit the government of 
this country of ſuch a horrid charge, and to preſume, 
that this plea of aſſaſſination was incompetent to 


Juſlify this deſperate decree of the Convention: 
but I feel perfeQly ſceptical “ in whatever con- 
. cerns the vindication of the Britiſi miniſtry in 
this dreadful war, when fo many overt als of : 
unqueſtionable character ratify condemnation, It 
may be doubted alſo, whether the impartiality of 
the Poſi-office, though ſo fully occupied in the 
laudable employment of examining private letters, 
permit the genuine Paris papers to the peruſal of 


the public: whether the proceedings of the Na- 


tional Convention be not diſpenſed to us in a 


mangled and mutilated ſtate, in conformity to the 
ſame ſpirit of artifice, which is Propagating by 
the baſeſt inftruments every means of irritation 


and pon ene the ee It is at leaſt 


— 


* Nags, xc Asi eber ofdga e. rauræ ran eke: 


my 


ped 8 Vn ; 
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I 


; 5 N leſs? Can their armies be blamed, without im 
pudent inconſiſtency, for imitating the example 
of their moſt unrighteous perfecutofs, who gro 


Sr 4 650 


my decided convidiion, (I may. be TY fin- - 
gular, but it is my decided convidion) derived 

from premiſes perfectly reaſonable and perſpicu- 
ous, that this plea of aſſaſſination, however pro- 


minent, can ſtrictiy be regarded às one induce- 
ment only, in conſequence of an accumulation 


of motives gradually colleQting from a long ſeries 
of the moſt virulent inſults and inflammatory pro- 
vocations, to this ſanguinary determination of te- 
| fuſing quarter. A particle of ſand may give pre- 
ponderance to a balance already in æguilibrio: and 
then that particle is the countervailing Weight. 


Our humane miniſters and their partiſans, with an 


exceſs of idiotiſm equalled only by the wicked- 


neſs of the threat, hold out the extermination: of 


the Facobins and the overthrow of the preſent go- 7 
vernors in France, as the obje of their conſede- 


racy, While this is the language of our par- 
liamentary declaimers, can we wonder at the Co. 
vention reſolving to ſhew no. mercy to the merci- 


tyrannical and outrageous in. ee to 1 20 
W of their cauſe * 3 
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„ Bafiea; this axon; to diſparage Riboſpietre in 

| the eſtimation of the republicans, by the reproach 
of «a military guard,” is at once impotent and un- 
generous. Will that guard ſecure him from the 
vengeance of his countrymen, myriads of heroes 
in arms! if he forfeit” their eſteem, and betray 
his truſt? And, in the mean time; the Frenen 
people entertain too juſt and grateful an opinion 
of the ſervices of intrepid patriotiſm; to be duped 
by a . artifice of his ne and ee 2 
F 0 . N 
The Britiſh with e armies tl; not 
| ee believe that the French nation, even -under their 6 
_ <6 preſent infatuation, can ſo far forget their cha- 

ck rafters as ſoldiers, as to pay any attention to a 
4 decree as injurious to themſelves as it Was diſ- 
3 graceful to the perſons who paſſed it. In this 
a * confidence, his Royal 'Highneſs truſts, that the 

48 ſoldiers of both nations will confine their ſenti- 
4 ments of reſentment and abhorrence to the Na- 
4 tional Convention alone; perſuaded that they 
ce will be joined in them by every Frenchman, 
vc who poſſeſſes one oe of ig or one W 
56 ciple of a:ſoldter. © - 

It is eaſy to impoſe upon Sc bn names. 
What is here ſtiled the infatuation of the French 
people by his Royal Highneſs,” another man, not 
bo feelingly convinced of What our Poet * 
denominates e | 
E325 J e 2 | The 
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85 The right divine of kings to govern wrong 


will be inclined to call. the moſt glorious: 1e 
mation of liberty, that was ever kindled in fo - 5 
great a nation, ſince the foundation of the world. 5 

An infatuation indeed of no ordinary kind is 3 


| operating at this moment, not in France, but in the 

| breaſts of Engliſimen; once the votaries of free- +. 
| dom, and affertors of the rights of man. Alaſo ! 
how changed! 1. This degenerate race can view, not 
Vith tameneſs only, but approbation, that ſuſpen 


ſion of laws, which makes them ſlaves of arbi- 


| trary power: they can contemplate with inac- 
tivity and unconcern the magnanimous ſtruggles +. 


of the Poles for life and liberty againſt two of 
the moſt profligate tyrants, that were ever let looſe” 


| to ſcourge. mankind uf they can hate, defame, and 


e 1 He 2 | perſecute, : 
Let me Nats a 0 of the not ſublimated wickedneſs" 5 
on record. The King of Pruſſia, one of the Lord's an- 5 


| nointed forſooth! according to the preponderance: of 


French or Engliſh money, ſhall bring, or not, 40,000 rufflans 
into the field to butcher, and be, butchered, to all the ex- 
tent of a ſanguinary warfare, in a cauſe, which he himſelf 

in a public memorial declares to be Rope Hear, O! | 
heavens; and give ear, O! earth.” Now is it to be ſup- | 
poſed, that the ſupreme Being will favour the co-opera- 
tion of Great Britain with ſuch a ſpotleſs ally for the bri- 
bery of two faſts only? By no means. Our miniſters 
ſhould loſe no time in iſſuing another proclamation for 


Gs 2 7 | | that 


— . — ä6 
1 


Peres in we ad of n and Aiftreſs oc- 


caſioned by miniſterial prodigality and corruption, i 


the friends of conſtitutional reformation ; men, 


whoſe primary object is the moral and political _ | 
melioration of the lower orders of ſociety, de- 
| preſſed by the arrogance and injuſtice of the 


reigning ſyſtem to the 1 ignominious condition of a 
mere brutiſh multitude, Which now, I pray you, 


is the cauſe of God and man? Engli/h loyal, or, 


| French infatuation? 


„His Royal Highneſs was not aware, what an 


es leſſon of obedience to ſuperiors i in gene- 


ral he was diftating to his army, when he recom. 
mended this te abhorrence of the national con- | 
vention. The partiſans of our miniſtry may 


well endure, I ſhould think, the attachment of an. 
other. people. to governours of any poſſible de. 


ſcription: and whatever ly ſtematical deception 
| may deem it prudent to maintain, it is an uncon- 
| trovertible propoſition, aſcertained by the report 
of travellers, and demonſtrated by the language 


and conduct of the republican priſoners among 
: us, that the devotion of the French to the proceed. 


ings of the convention, and to the cauſe in 


"which. they. are engaged, is cordial and unani- 


mous beyond all previous credibility i in a people 
fo numerous, and fo diſciplinedto deſpotiſm : and, 


if corroboration were neceſſary to this aſſertion, 


that they may enjoy, with all poſlible Oy Re benefit 
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OY veer of. their armies. ſupplies « an add. 
tional proof, - ſufficiently intelligible to the feel- 
ings of their adverſaries. To pretend, hat a 
million of /armed men are compelled to fight at 
the will of a few deſpotic demagogues —_ 
their own inclination, is a moſt prepoſterous and 
ſhameleſs aſſeveration. If, as the treaſury prints 
aſſert, the French are driven to the attack 1 
point of the bayonet, I wiſh to know, who drive 
on the drivers? The tortoiſe may ſupport” he 
elephant, that fupports the globe; but what mall 
fupport the tortoiſe ? No: the national conven- 
| tion, to ſpeak with perſett moderation, is as truly 
the government of France, as a King and Parlia. 
ment are the government of this country; and, as 
ſuch, is entitled to the obedience and reſpett , 
_ thcir electors. All incitement to rebellion againſt 
_ this authority i is extremely reprehenſible and inde - 
corous; and would leave our preceptors of _ 
diſobedience without excuſe for puniſhing- the 
praftitioners of ſuch. * 18877 chens. 
ſelves „ 
But to talk of 5 principle of e 
ſoldier, whoſe occupation, for the moſt part, is W 


entirely- made up of rapine, . * 


F. They ſhould han in ; mae the old maxim 
D Aab . ufer core dcdacraαëvᷣ : 


Many ben are better than their maſters | 


and carnage, reminds; one cb the ſelf. SPL A : 
{wy of the eee t——5 in the fable: &« How wz 
4 Apr Es ſwim!“ Such heterogeneous incompatible 
Ty phraſes ſhould be baniſhed eternally from the lan- 
guages of men, who pride themſelves in the name 
of Chriſtians. Small indeed is the number of the 
Warrior tribe, ſince the creation of the world, 
7 who might not be denominated with infinitely . 
more propriety the murderers f mankind ; and, : 
inſtead of titles and applauſes, when alive, and 
| pyramidal ſepulchres after death, ſhould not have 
Ill!  - died, like malefactors, on a gibbet, and have been 
148 conſigned, name and ene, to rottenneſs and.” 
LES: W. . 5 
B hus far, whilſt the ed "EE is FR | 
„ over reformation and liberty of ſpeech, have I | 
| 3 ventured my animadverſions on theſe orders of 
| «21.1 86 his Royal Highneſs;” but without one ſentiment E 
| 
| 
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lll, Of perſonal ill-will to him or any being in the 
0 1 univerſe, whether kings, miniſters, or vulgar; 
60 ; whoſe happineſs without diſtinction I deſire with ES : 
"3: je unceaſing aſpirations, and will promote with un; N 4 
daunted induſtry by every pacific and gentle means i 
0 to the utmoſt extent of my ability. It is an eter. I - 
| 1075 nal truth, which I moſt ſolemnly recommend to 
he ſerious obſervance of my countrymen, that 1 
| perſecution 1 is a certain proof of a vile and wicked = 1 
| 6 ReRtitude and virtue ſhine forth with irre- I 
ſiſtible and uncontaminated luſtre: they are; ſecure I 
W e ps © 
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bf over ipowtiing 4 by 1 their o own „rn 
brightneſs. They contemplate pains, penalties, 
impriſonment, and exile, as the atrocious imple- 
ments of deſpairing wickedneſs *, with We. 
and abhorrence. The clear unpolluted fountain 
admits the'beam of light without reluctance, and 
rejoices in it, as a mean of exhibiting the tran- 
| ſparency of its on boſom; but the putrid and 
muddy pool, as if conſcious of it's pollutions, 
rejefts the ſearching radiance from it's very fur- / 
face, —Beſides, we are advertiſed, on the authority 
of a great apoſtle, that « all, Who will live god, 
in, Chriſt Jeſus t, ho are reſolved to proclaim 
the doftrines of humanity and religion in oppo- © 
ſition to domineering vice, “ ſhall ſuffer perſecu- ol 
tion.” | Newgate and New-Hollaud will bear teſti. 
mony to this truth, in conjunEtion with the cup 'of 
Socrates and the croſs of Jeſus. But hall the 
world, or the terrors of the world, _appall an 
advocate of religion and humanity on his post of 
duty ? Benevolence to the human race, in imi⸗ 
tation of che univerſal Giver of all good, is an # 
obligation paramount and antecedent to political 
engagements and local inſtitutions: Our efforts 
to impede the devaſtations of war and laughter; 
no ſeductions thould' enfeeble ; ; no menaces, no 
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metrius Phalereus. 1 | . 

5 + 2 Tim. i iii. 12. | 8 8 
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ſeverities indimidate: ; 8 when 1 1 


native of the preſent conflict appears in our eyes 


pregnant with unlimited and unparalleled calamity 


to the future condition of mankind. Should the 
0 confederacy prevail to the fullneſs of their wiſhes 
g againſt the French, it will become an exertion of 


- the moſt meritorious reſignation. to the will of 


God not to diſpute a providential proteftion of 


his creatures. Nothing, on this ſide the grave, 
will remain for the genuine ſons of freedom, 1 
- perſonal liberty be ende us, but remove to 


eee R 8 


Wee a 
"ne Raye ONT the ext e e 


"Im ve will prefer a ſolitary communication wh 


Ft 


e waters, on ſome inſulated rock, 
nn unique et undique pontus, 


10 the contagious atmoſphere of an enſlaved city. 
- But, bleſſed be his name! the Ruler of the univerſe 
has not ſo conſulted the vell-being of his creatures. 


The ſun of liberty SHALL Mor set upon the 


earth. Our gloom i is already broken with a beam 
of unreſiſted Þrighanals.. Theſe rampant and re- 


* Certum eſt i in ates inter fpeliza ferarum, | 
22 „„ Abbe 


God and. Nature, with an expanſe, of wk and a 


N 


f 


a n how 1 fondly es ex- 3 


pected to be thundering by this time at the gates 
of Paris, after trampling in the duſt thoſe vile 


republicans. in a domineering progreſs of unex- 


ampled impetuoſity under Colonel Quack®, are 5 


checked at the very commencement of their ca- 
reer: and the moſt numerous and beſt appointed 
armies, that ever deluged the earth with Chriſtian 
blood, are happy to ſecure themſelves, amidſt the 
capture of their towns and the deſolation of their 7 
provinces, in ſtrong entrenchments, from the ven- 
geance of deſpicable Sans-Culottes ! What ſapa- 1 
city of man ſhall undertake to predict the preciſe - 
termination of a tumult, without example for im- 
portance and extent? This termination, however, 
of ſuch alarming moment, we are waiting with 

inexpreſſible ſolicitude: reſolved alike to acquieſce 

in the chaſtiſement of the Almighty, or to extol 

his goodneſs; to weep over the enthralment of 
our ſpecies, or exult | in their redemption! 
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| Lit Hanpi, alte, 
08 20th, 1794 


5 0 Atm, inquit, nikil elt nifi Poeno milite pes 
N medit ponamus figna ſubürr a. 
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